Maundy Thursday

Order of Service for April 9, 2020
INTRODUCTION BY PASTOR
INSTRUCTION FOR THE END OF LENT
P: In this Lenten season we have heard again how our Lord walked the path of suffering which led him to
the cross for our salvation. We have also heard our Lord’s call to intensify our struggle against sin, death,
and the devil—all that keeps us from loving God and one another. This is the struggle to which we were
committed at Baptism; God’s forgiveness and the power of his Spirit to amend our lives continue with us
because of his love for us in Jesus our Savior.
Within the family of the Church, God never wearies of giving peace and new life. In the absolution, we
receive forgiveness as from God himself. This absolution we should not doubt but firmly believe that our
sins are thus forgiven before God in heaven, for it comes to us in the name and by the command of our
Lord.
We who receive God’s love in Jesus Christ are called to love one another, to be servants to each other, as
Jesus became our servant.
In Holy Communion the members of Christ’s body participate most intimately in his love. Remembering
our Lord’s Last Supper with his disciples, we eat the bread and drink the cup of this meal. Together we
receive the Lord’s gift of his body and blood for forgiveness and participate in that new covenant that
makes us one with him and one another. The Lord’s Supper is the promise of the great banquet we will
share with all the faithful when our Lord returns, the joyous culmination of our reconciliation with God
and each other.
CONFESSION OF SINS
P: Let us confess our sins to God and ask for his forgiveness.
C: Almighty God, merciful Father, I confess to you that I have not loved you with all my heart. In what
I have done and left undone, I have pursued my ways instead of your ways. I have not loved my
brothers and sisters as myself. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.
I am truly sorry for my sins.
I repent of them.
I beg for your mercy, O Lord.
Silence for meditation.
P: Forgive us for the sake of Jesus Christ who suffered and died for us.
C: Cleanse me from my sins.
Release me from my guilt.
Grant me your Holy Spirit to amend my sinful life.
P: The almighty God has been merciful to us and has sent his Son to die for all. For his sake, God forgives
our sins and calls us from darkness to his marvelous light. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by
his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ has forgiven us and reconciled us to God and has promised us the power to forgive
and love each other. Relying on his promise, therefore, be reconciled with one another.
C: Brothers and sisters, may the peace of Christ rule in our hearts, in our words, and in our actions.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray.
Lord Jesus Christ, in the Sacrament of Holy Communion you give us your true body and blood as a
remembrance of your suffering and death on the cross. Grant us so firmly to believe your words and
promise that we may always partake of this Sacrament to our eternal good, for you live and reign with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
PASSION HISTORY
HYMN 104 CW “Go To Dark Gethsemane”
MEDITATION
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now
and forever. Amen.
CLOSING HYMN 760 CWS “When Peace Like a River”

